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“Sticks and Stones” 
Do you remember that old saying, “Sticks and stones may 

break my bones but words will never harm me.”?  Words do 
make a difference.  James knew this when he wrote about the 
most difficult of tasks in our lives, to tame the tongue. 

For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not  
stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also  

to bridle the whole body. (Jas 3:2 NKJV) 
There are few things that have more influence or cause us 

more regret than our MOUTH… that little thing between your 
teeth that does indeed at times seem to be utterly untameable. 
A few rare souls exist that don’t fight the constant battle of 
tongue but they are few and far between, or they are liars and 
self-deceived. There is always room for tongue improvement 
no matter how mature or self controlled we are. We can always 
be kinder. We can always be wiser in what we say. We can 
always hold our tongue just a little more. We can always 
choose better words. We can always say something more edify-
ing, more blessing, more effective. 
But… most of us are not at the point where we are simply fine-
tuning and improving our “tongue” (our words, our language, 
our communication).  Most of us are still WAY BACK near 
square one where we are cleaning up our language from foul or 
crude words; we are trying to learn not to gossip; we are work-
ing hard not to be so abrasive… and the list goes on: 

Complaining  Mumbling discontentment  
Gossip  Ungratefulness   
Impatience  Rudeness   
Sarcasm  Veiled criticism  
Open criticism   

Those are things we need to QUIT. Then, there is the matter of 
the things we don’t say that we should be saying: 

Blessing  Thanks  
Encouragement  Kindness  
Sympathy  Compassion  

See what I mean? The tongue is a HUGE issue, a monu-
mental, pervasive part of our life; something that affects every 
moment of our waking hours. 

Of course we know that no man can truly be perfect in this 
sin-cursed world. This bit of rhetoric is used to emphasis both 
the importance of controlling the tongue, and the difficulty. 
James is saying something like “we fail in a lot of ways but all 
of our other failures combined aren’t equal to how much our 
tongue gets us in trouble. You’d be perfect if you could keep 
that thing under control”. 

From a practical perspective, if we could perfectly control 
our words, how much trouble would it save us? How many 
mistakes would be avoided? How many regrets would not be 
realized? How many more opportunities for blessing would be 
utilized instead of missed?  In that sense, James does not exag-
gerate… if we could control our tongue, it would seem like our 
life is pretty much perfect compared to what it actually is now. 

Imagine in heaven, all of us will say only the right thing. 
Really… stop and think about that. No words to regret, no em-
barrassing miscues, no angry outbursts we wish we could take 
back, no gossip, no lies, no false teaching, no misunderstand-
ings. I would say one of the greatest gifts of heaven will be that 
our tongues will no longer be sin-cursed and we won’t have to 
feel the sting anymore of knowing that once again we just said 
something we shouldn’t have said. 
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Go West on SR44 & cross the St. Johns River.  
Turn right at the signal (SR 42).  

Go 4.7 miles. Turn right onto Central Camp Road into the camp. 
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Gift Cards Benefit  
Our Church Finances! 

 

The Methodist Men are concerned about maintain-
ing the church’s budget and reaching its goals. We in-
vite you to help us by purchasing gift cards from us. 
This is not asking you to spend additional money, but to 
let the money you would normally spend on monthly 
purchases work for the church. As an example, if you 
purchase a $25 gift card for Applebee’s (which you 
could use for Mother’s Day or Father’s Day), it would 
return $2.50 to the church. Over 700 different cards are 
available such as Lowe’s, gas cards, Wal-Mart, hotels, 
etc. Use them personally, or give them as gifts–either 
way, the church wins! 

We’re made it easy to order Gift Cards. Order di-
rectly from Don West or Ed Hill at church, or order 
online at www.GLSCFunraising.com. Sorry, but credit 
cards can only be used online. Orders are placed on 
Monday mornings and should be received within the 
week. Contact Don West, Ed Hill, or the church office 
if you have further questions.  

Why not give it a try? You can buy the things you 
regularly use and help the Church at the same time. We 
have already made close to $50 on our first 2 orders. 

 
The Church Picnic is taking the place  
of the UMM regular monthly meeting 

in May.  
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Monday, May10 
 

 

9:30 a.m. Circles 
Charlotte Glover Circle   Individual homes 
 Leaders: Betty Ann Weiss (738-7397),  
  Joan Taylor (736-3139) 

 

Lena Sisco Circle  Individual homes 
 Leaders: Ann Farabee (736-4370),  
 Lois Fritch (738-4323) 

1:30 p.m. Circle 
Hettie Austin Circle  LEC Parlor 
 Leaders: Marilyn Wise (736-7040),  
 Barbara Honadle (738-3851) 

7:00 p.m. Circle 
Sara Vaser Circle  Individual homes 
 Leaders: Diana Bitler (749-2104),  
 Carole Almond (717-7407) 

 

Mission Team Meeting  10:30 a.m., May 24 
Mission Luncheon  noon, May 24 
 

The UMW will not meet over the summer.  
Regular meetings resume in September. 

�

“Twisting the Truth” is a  six-week 
study by Andy Stanley. This study 
exposes some common ways God’s 
truth gets “twisted.” Two of the 
“twists” pertain to The Source of 
Deception and All Is Not As It 
Seems. Teeter Mauldin will be the 
leader. Line Dancing continues to meet every Tuesday 
morning (except the 3rd week) at 9:30 in the LEC gym. 
Catherine is teaching new dances every week. Join us for 
dance and fellowship. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are now entering our 4th month of meeting as the CONNECT 
young adult ministry, and we would like to let you know how things 
are going. We’ve seen some new people coming through our doors in 
the last months as we’ve had our times of worship. Our leadership 
team, mostly made up of Stetson students, has been very supportive 
of the ministry. We realized, however, that simply having a time of 
worship was not meeting the needs of who was coming. The need 
and desire was for building relationships and growing with others 
rather than a worship service. Therefore, we had a few fun game 
nights, played volleyball, and are now entering what we feel CON-
NECT needs to be at this time: small groups. There is a need and 
desire to feel connected with others in the same timeframe of life, the 
18-30 arena where so much transition happens. We realized that 
having a time of worship was not giving us time to meet the needs of 
this age group. Our first CONNECT small group study met this past 
week at Joshua and Lisa Smith’s house, starting with a 5 part series 
on “Faith, Hope, and Luck” by Andy Stanley. Our meeting places will 
shift from different locations, attempting to build relationships outside 
the church and accomplish our vision: to connect the world to Christ. 
We will mainly be utilizing Facebook to stay in contact with our small 
groups. If you are interested in attending a study, we will be meeting 
on Tuesday nights at 7pm, and simply message us on our Facebook 
group for CONNECT. Our hope is that many of our congregational 
members will come and help us connect and build this age-group vital 
to our church’s future. Hope to see you there! 

Take care and God Bless, 
Mark Bitner and Joshua Smith 
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S.E.L.A.H 
(Ladies Bible Study) 

Tuesdays, 7 p.m.  
 

All ladies are invited to join us each Tuesday,  
for Bible study, sharing, & fellowship.  

Study is entitled Life Rules by Andy Stanley. 
 
 

May 
Dinner:  5:30 p.m.  
Cost:  $4.00-adults;  
 $3.00-children under age 10  
 Maximum cost per family-$15.00 
Reservations are needed for dinner and can be made on the tear-off in 
the worship bulletin or by calling the church office by 4:00 p.m. on 
Monday.  
Menus:  Menus will be printed in Sunday’s worship bulletin. 

May 26 will be our last W.A.T.C.H. Night before the summer. 
 

STUDIES - 6:15 until 7:30 p.m.  
Adults: Pastor Owen is leading the study  
  “24 Hours That Changed the World” 
 The Fusion group is studying the book  
  “The Five Love Languages of Children” 

Please make reservations if you plan to join us for dinner. 
Children 
 JAM (Jesus and Me) - for age 4 thru grade 1 
  Join us for music, games, stories, crafts, etc. 
 KingsKidz - FOR Grades 2-5 
  Children’s Choir - Bible Fun Time 
OVERFLOW FOR YOUTH (GRADES 6-12) 
  Dinner - 5:30 ($4 each).  
 Surge: Live music, relevant teaching, & time to grow relation-

ships with God and others.  
Childcare is provided for children 3 years & younger. 
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If you have a May birthday or anniversary and your 
name is not here, please call the church office. 
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(Scholarship cont.) 
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Well we just got back from the middle school spring break re-
treat to the Keys a couple of weeks ago. What a fun time, I think 
we all had a blast kickin it in the Keys. We went camping at a KOA 
that had a pool, beach, water trampoline, basketball hoop and of 
course a bonfire. One day we went out into the Atlantic Ocean to 
go snorkeling around some coral. We also got to see a pod of 
dolphins swimming about 10 feet from us! Another day we went 
into Key West and did a historical tour where we found out all sorts 
of history as well as an opportunity to look for souvenirs. My high-
light of the trip was at night around the bonfire the kids would 
share verses from their devotional time earlier in the day that im-
pacted them and what that particular verse meant.  

The June 4th Overtime event is an end of the school year party 
for all middle schoolers. This is a similar event to the high school 
5th Quarters. Middle Schoolers will have a chance to meet at Fam-
ily Fun Town in Orange City. We have secured that location for 2 
hours; the cost is only $10 for unlimited games. There is miniature 
golf, batting cages, go carts, arcade, and foam ball wars. This 
should be a great, fun, and cheap end of the year party for any 
middle schooler! 

Youth week will start immediately after school gets out this 
year. The last day of school is Tuesday June 8th and youth week 
will start the next night, Wednesday June 9th. We will be going 
through a FEAR series this summer, so our youth week will be 
focused around FEAR based things. For example, one day we will 
be going to do the high ropes course at the Sanford Zoo, another 
day we will be going to the beach, etc. This is also the time that we 
welcome any upcoming 6th graders to youth. It is a perfect time for 
them to get acclimated and used to the structure.  

 

Upcoming Events  
   

May 9 th  No Youth – Mother’s Day 
May 23rd  Confirmation Sunday 
June 4 th  Middle School Overtime 
June 9 th-12th Youth Week 
June 14 th-18th  VBS/Taste of Deland 
June 28 th-July 3 rd  Camp 
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FIRST UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF DELAND  MAY , 2010 

 

Ushers 
8:15 am Dave & Eary Dayton 
 Ken Dayton, Leslie Anderson 
11 am Mary Jackson, Pete Bissinger 
 Shirley & Barry Olson,  
 Vann Rhodes 

 

Altar Guild - Andy & Patti Barrett 
 

Bus Drivers 
5-2 Dick Dougherty   
5-9 Ryan Gorman 
5-16 Pat Spivey 

 

8:15 am  Greeters  
5-2 Jean & Bob Barr 
5-9 Carol Stamos, Ethel Herling 
5-16 Carol & Andrew Kustodowicz 
5-23 Ed & Vi Fogarty 
5-30 Norma Bailey,  
 Jackie Humston 

 

Contemporary Ushers 
5-2 Mark Hayward, Judy Good,  
 Tracy Blinn, Rosemary Nupp 
5-9 Kathy Williams, Scott & Wendy Highland, 
 Elaine Eckler 
5-16 George & Nancy Marshall,  
 Joe & Sue Turnbull 
5-23 Kelly & Karen Craft, Tracy Gorman,  
 Toni Goldthwait 
5-30 Randy & Debbie Raiman,  
 Ken & Teena Robeson 
 

Contemporary Greeters 
5-2 Mary Jane Stauffer, Betty Alban 
5-9 Richard & Tanya Clifton 
5-16 Pat Spivey, Josh Agosto, Judy Duecker  
5-23 Kathy Rogaliner, Tracy Blinn 
5-30 Kevin Smith, Toni Goldthwait 
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BROWN BAG SUNDAY IS MAY 23! 
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Greeters 
11 am  
5-2 Lorelle Lindeman 
5-9 
5-16 Jack & Mamie Prentice 
5-23 John & Carol Soliday 
5-30 Roger & Joyce Kates 
 

Contemporary Set-Up 
5-2 Kevin Smith  
 Chris Hemmerle 
5-9 Steve & Kelly Crump,  
 Steve & Susan Woodard 
5-16 The Canningtons,  
 Nathan Wilcox 
5-23 John Tyler & Ron Soliday 
5-30 Kevin Smith  
 Chris Hemmerle 


